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GUIDING OUR YOUTH
IN CRISIS TO SAFETY
AND INDEPENDENCE
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Forgotten. That describes so many of the young people

who come through our doors at The Relatives.

And now a recent, first-of-its kind study on youth
homelessness in America confirms what we see every
day at The Relatives: most people dan't understand the
pervasiveness of the issue. If youth aren't at shelters or
on the streets, most people don't see the problem o

understand the need;

The study, Voices of Youth Count, hamessed data from
young people who have slept on the streets or in
shelters, ran away from or were kicked out of their
homes, or "couch surfed” - staying tempaorarily with

friends and family.

You will see the findings throughout this report but it is
impartant to point out that 1 in 10 young adults aged
18-25, and-at least 1 in 30 youth aged 13-17, experience

some form of homelessness over the course of a vear

Prevention and early intervention are essential. Most

adults who become homeless were first homeless
before the age of 25. If the cycle can be stopped
before that point. chronic adult homelessness can ba
prevented and real opportunities for young people to

reach their fullest potential can be provided,

Your vital support of The Relatives makes it possible
for us to be a family to about 4,000 young people each
year. Your gifts provide programming to help prevent
and end youth homelessness. As you read this repart,
you'll see more staggering statistics and the faces

of those who are no longer forgotten because you

stepped Up to Be a Relative. We G-I"-!:ﬂ-r-'_:':n,- thank you,

Trish Hobson Joe Foster

President Board Chair
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BY THE NUMBERS
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Our Mission: The Relatives keeps kids safe, families together, and prepares youth
and young adults to be healthy, productive, engaged members of our community.

4,815

Youth and young adults served at our 3 |locations

653

Safe Place sites in
Charlotte regien

179

Young adults wers
placed in employment

3 1 Young adults were

@E.".ﬂ' placed in housing
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The Relatives is where | come every time | need help
or a safe place. They have always been there for me

317

' Youth staying at our crisis
center transitioned to a safe,

stable environment







Walk into our resource center and it's likely you'll see

Armon and his mom Carolina lighting up the room

with their cheerful smiles. At three, Armon doesn't

understand the significance of The Relatives in his life,

but Carolina daes, e e ey e Sy

) L - -
At 16, Carolina was brought to our crisis center by NEIJDHBH_H, unmarried parentmg

police officers who found her after a domestic abuse youth had a 200% hr'gher risk of
reporting homelessness.”
— Chapin Hall's Vioice of Youth Count
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incident with her boyfriend at the time. It took our
counselors a few hours to get Carolina to open up
about her family because she struggled with trust
issues. Once she did, it was clear Carolina did not
have a supportive family — they had a history of abuse
and drug use. Our counselors wrapped an array of
services around Caraling, including our program for
young adults which allowed her to immediately access
assistance with schoal, finding a job and lacating other
natural supports.

Carolina was stable and doing well but, at 21, she
found herself struggling again after having Armon two
years before. She was couch surfing with har baby
while she tried to maintain employment. “| wanted a
better life for my son, so | knew | had to come back to
The Relatives, It's the only place | feel encouraged and
truly get help.”

Armon and Carolina cormne ta The Relatives at least
once a week to check in with her transition

specialist. While Armon plays with some of the other
clients and staff, Carolina is working on her resume
with our employment specialist and working through
aur GED course. "If it wasn’t for The Relatives, | don't
know where | would be right now. Mare importantly,

| don't know where my son would be. To me, The
Relatives is the family | never had. They love me

unconditionally,”

Carolina and Armon enjoy a board game
while at The Relatives.
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“No one here has ever judged me.”

Proteus syndrome is characterized by overgrowth of

the bones, skin, andg other tissues, Organs and tissues
affected by the syndrome grow out of proportion to the
rest of the body. Only one in a million people worldwide

have the syndrome

lya has been challenged by this rare syndrome her
whaole life. As a young adult she also tound hersell
homeless after leaving an unstable home. She found oaut
about The Relatives after meeting one of our staff doing
putreach at the transit station. Since then, she has come
to our program to receive help with her health issues,

employment, and housing,

"My whole life, people have stared at me because of
my enlarged limbs and that has always made me fee
very uncamfortable. But at The Relatives, I've never felt
that way. |'ve always felt accepted. Everyone who comes
here has something going on in their life. Everyone is
going through their own issue. What | love about The
Relatives is that it's a non-judgmental environment,”

said lya

Young adults like lya who visit our resource center

get help in these FIVE AREAS:

A = @

Employment  Health and Community Life

Housing

Education

CH i)

Safety Functioning




A COMMUNITY
COMING TOGETHER TO END HOMELESSNESS
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Last July marked one year since we began our hausing

| | -
program. After seeing many of our youth sleeping on “When | was hnmulm, I felt numb.

the streets, The Relatives decided to make housing our =

young adults a priority.

The Relatives is grateful to the Joey Logano
Foundation and The Duke Endowment for aiding
the work we are doing to house Charlotte’s homeless
youth. With the funds from the Joey Logano
Foundation and the Duke Erc_'lown'uer't. The Relatives
can now expand their services to meet the needs

of young adults who don't qualify as homeless under
tederal standards or who are aging out of the foster

care,

This essential program provides youth, ages 18 o 24,
who are homeless, at-risk of homelessness, or fleging
domestic violence with short-term financial assistance

tailored to thair individual needs.

Mike, currently in our housing program, feels blessed.
"Starting at the age of 12, | have been in and out of
the judicial system and during those 10 years | was
homeless many times when | wasn't in jail, | knew
when | decided to change my life | needed to come to
The Relatives. It is the only place that has ever

supported me.”

Along with financial subsidies, youth receive

ntensive and individualized case management services
for six to12 manths that focuses on life-skills
development, lease compliance, community and life

tunctioning, employment readiness, health and safety, n the first year of this h’—'-'-:'i"'] F””"—"*m we housed 19
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and educational attainment. The ultimate goal of the .i.. YYYYY . . . TYYYY
housing program is to prepare youth for permanent YOUNG ADULTS WHO WERE PREVIOUSLY HOMELESS
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housing and economic self-sufficiency.




VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: Dave Burns
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OUR NEWEST FAMILY

OF GIVING DONORS
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Susan Schemar

Fally Schnitrmeier
Katring and JD Schures
Joff Sehwarte

Aobert Shaffner

Brian Sharkey

Chris Sharpe

Jislla Simons

Michaal and Mason Smith
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COMMUNITY
PARTNERS

We have so many voluntesrs and
community partness, but we would ke
to espacially thank these partners for
thedr continued stppart.

The Beautiful Mess Photography
Chick-fil-& Southand

BB&T Lighthouse Projects
Cresigner (Giass Maosdics

Ehankin® Dignuts

Hely Trinity Greekx Orthodex Chunch
Just Frash

fdert's Sou! Food

OuikTrip

Trips for Kids

Rurenimg Werks

Sunfiower Bakery

FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017

Revenue, Gains, Losses & Other Support

Fees for Services
Government Grants
Private Contributions

Investment Income

Change in Value of Beneficial

Interest in Perpetual Trusts
Other Income

Expenses

Program Servicas
Genaral B Administrative
Advancefnant
Dlepraciation

MNet Revenue/Expense

S2B7.941
£078,208
1,087,884
$132.623

374 94
52,581 622

$1,520,270
$152,110
%387 669
$a7 620
32,107, 84%

£473,753




THE RELATIVES: YESTERDAY AND TODAY
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WAYS TO BE A RELATIVE

Meet The Relatives

IF wou would i more about how your support is

making a'd please can g us at ona of our

manthly mission taurs on the first Wednesday of the month.

You can register at TheRelatives.org/trevents.

Become an Ambassador
Join us as a champion for our cause. Help us grow our

presence in the community by introducing The Relatives

25 ar

mission and programs. Host a tour at one of our Tacili

your church or business

Volunteer

The Relatives has a variety of «

both for individuais and bus

directly with youth and those who just want to "help out

around the house.”

Give Today

Your unrestricted gift or corparate sponsorsh

';:l"l":li'.l';'.ll operating Tunos contribute to the pro

sErvices we provide upport the youth and young

adults in our community and ensure a sustainable future

for The Relatives

I

It 7ll began at the youth crisis center: Taday we serve youtt
In erisis in three locatione
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THE RELATIVES

— nlaTs

11% East 8th Street, Charlotte, NC 28202

development@TheRelatives.org | 704.344.1111

www.TheRelatives.org
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